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Dear Dr. Rockett: 

I am enclosing a draft copy of a proposed publication on the oxidation 
of nicotine. I vould appreciate your critical comments and suggestions. 


I am quite excited about the nicotine-oxygen work as it is now at the 
point where real progress on mechanism' can be made. 1 did finally receive 
a grant from the National Science Foundation for similar work with pyrrole. 

This pretty well takes care of equipment needs and leaves only the question 
of a fellowship for a graduate student, which would greatly expedite the work. 
There is another staff member here, a Ph.D. from Harvard, who has been inactive 
in research for several years (his wife passed away several years ago, leaving 
him with four children and it has been pretty difficult for him; he has recently 
remarried and things are looking up now), who has shown some interest in this 
problem and I'm hoping that he may decide to work with me. I think that I might 
get modesh support from an individual tobacco company, but it certainly would 
be: better to deal with the TRIC. 1 talked to Mr. Hanmer in 1 September about 
this and he felt that TIRC should be the logical place for me to seek support. 

I do appreciate your help of the past and I don’t want to put you in a difficult 
position. 1 would be glad to submit another request to TIRC and then if the 
committee takes unfavorable action I will seek other support. 

I will look forward to your comments on the above items after you have 
had the opportunity to consider them. 


Sincerely yours. 


/s/ Robert H> Linnell 


RL/s 


P.S. I want to publish this in Arch. Bioehem. & Blophys. 
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